To a solution of alcohol 1 (225 mg, 0.43 mmol) [1] in dry , -dimethylformamide (0.9 ml) at 0°C under an atmosphere of nitrogen was added imidazole (72 mg, 1.1 mmol) and tert-butyldimethylsilyl chloride (67 mg, 0.45 mmol). The resultant solution was allowed to reach room temperature and stirred overnight. The reaction mixture was poured into ether (17 ml), washed with water (3 x 4 ml), brine (4 ml) then dried over sodium sulfate. Removal of the solvent at reduced pressure afforded a pale yellow oil that was purified by flash chromatography using light petroleum-ethyl acetate (4:1) as eluent to give the title compound 2 (246 mg, 89%) as a colourless oil.
[a] D -41.37 (c 0.614, CHCl 3 ). , 2 x SiMe 2 ), 17.8, 18.0 (quat., 2 x CMe 3 ), 24.3 (CH 3 , C6'), 25.7, 25.9 (CH 3 , 2 x CMe 3 ), 37.7 (CH 2 , CHCH 2 Ph), 45.5 (CH 2 , C4'), 55.6 (CH, C4), 65.6 (CH, C5'), 66.1 (CH 2 , C5), 70.8 (CH, C3'), 73.2 (CH 2 , OCH 2 Ph), 80.7 (CH, C2'), 127.3, 127.9, 128.3, 128.4, 128.9, 129.4 
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